COVERUPS! 


Number 20 


.Gary Mack, 



Lt. Montgomery, left, holding the bag. 


CE730, TSBD shipping room showing a roll of paper. 



Editor & Publisher 


January, 1985 


THE PAPER BAG THAT STAYED IN DALLAS 

Did Oswald bring his rifle to work that day or not? If 
he did, he was probably involved in the assassination; 
if not, he was framed. 

The link is still the paper bag, supposedly found by 
the sixth floor TSBD window and unaccountably miss- 
ing from all relevant photos of the crime scene. The 
Warren Commission decided the bag was made of 
Depository shipping paper and tape, was brought to 
Ruth Paine’s house in Irving the afternoon before the 
assassination, and used to carry the rifle to Dallas the 
following morning (R137). 

What the Warren Report doesn’t mention is that the 
person who drove Oswald to Irving testified he had 
nothing with him! Instead, the Report concludes that 
Oswald must have hidden the bag under his jacket and 
cites photographs of the bag as its proof (R248). 

Two of those photos, CE1304 and CE142, show the 
bag lying alongside a tape measure and ruler. The very 
top of the bag in 1304 is folded down, making a length 
of 38 inches, which the Report mentions immediately 
after noting the 34.8 inch length of the disassembled 
Mannlicher Carcano (R133). 

Actually, CE142 is more accurate. It shows the bag 
was really 42 inches long and 9 inches wide. CE1304 
was not photographed head-on, but from a slight angle 
that makes the bag measure only 7V2 inches wide— the 
difference is only perspective. 

A third photo, CE626, shows the bag unfolded to it’s 
full width of twice 9, or 18 inches. That’s a gigantic bag 
for any rifle. 

According to the official stoiry (R1 29-130), Oswald 
asked coworker Wesley Frazier on Thursday morning if 
he could ride home to Irving a day earlier than usual. 
Frazier said OK and asked why. Oswald said he would 
be picking up some curtain rods to “put in an apart- 

ment”(2H222). 


by Gary Mack 

The Warren Commission, noting that Oswald’s room 
already had curtains, decided he lied to conceal his 
real purpose: getting the rifle (R130). But the Commis- 
sion assumed incorrectly. Marina Oswald and even 
Ruth Paine later made it clear that Oswald was making 
an effort to patch up his failing marriage (R248). What 
Oswald may have meant was that he had found a new 
apartment where he, Marina and their two children 
could live; after all, his little room on Beckley could 
never house a family of four. 

In other words, as Sylvia Meagher noted in Ac- 
cessories After The Fact, Oswald might have told 
Frazier the curtain rod story to avoid the em harass- 
ment of revealing his marital problems. To make sure 
the ruse was effective, he had to have a package with 
him the next morning so Frazier wouldn’t be 
suspicious. But there was no need for him to hide the 
bag since it was part of his reason for the early ride to 
Irving! 

The Warren Commission learned that the Depository 
shipping department used one roll of wrapping paper 
every three days and sample paper obtained the after- 
noon of the assassination matched the bag perfectly 
(R136); therefore, Oswald’s paper bag could have been 
made no earlier than Wednesday, November 20. The 
Report also states that two rolls of paper could have 
come from the same batch (R136), but cites no source 
and no evidence that rolls were used sequentially. 

The Report then falsely asserts that “one cannot 
estimate when, prior to November 22, Oswald made the 
paper bag” (R136). Actually, two rolls covered six work- 
ing days, which means the bag was made on or after 
Frfiday, November 15. The last time Oswald went to the 
Paine house, where the rifle was stored, was Friday, 
November 8 (R416) and the precise motorcade route 
through Deaiey Plaza was not publicized until Tuesday, 
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Oswald had supposedly hidden the bag from his friend 
Frazier. Folded twice, as the pictures indicate, the bag 
would have measured IOV 2 inches by 9 inches, and 
there’s just no way anyone could slip it down their 
pants or inside a jacket without it being visible, noisy 
or both. 


C El 304, the 38 inch bag. 

November 19 (R40). 

Further doubt is cast on the Commission’s two roll 
theory by commission exhibits 730-732— photographs 
of the wrapping tables in the shipping department. 
There were facilities for at least two, and perhaps four, 
separate rolls in simultaneous use. 

Supervisor Roy Truly confirmed that Oswald had ac- 
cess to the firsWIoor shipping department (R136), but 
Troy West, the only permanent employee in that room, 
told the Warren Commission he never saw Oswald 
there and he never even left the room (6H358-360). The 
Warren Report contains no mention of West or his 
testimony (R888). 

And now for the ride home with Wesley Frazier. They 
left work at 4:40pm (2H222) and, in the rush hour traffic, 
took about 45 minutes to get there (2H223). During that 
whole period, the Warren Commission implies, Oswald 
hid the bag from Frazier even though there was no 
reason to do so. Frazier was positive Oswald had no 
bag, and said so to Warren Commission Assistant 
Counsel Joseph Ball, on March 11, 1964. 

Ball: Did you ever see Lee taking home anything with 
him from the Texas Book Depository Building? 

Frazier: No, sir; never did. 

Ball: Did you ever see him taking a package home 
with him? 

Frazier No, sir. (2H241) 

Ball: On Thursday afternoon when you went home, 
drove on home, did he carry any package with him? 

Frazier No, sir; he didn’t. (2H243) 

So how did the bag get from the TSBD to Irving and 
back again? The evidence indicates it never left the 
building and wasn’t even constructed until after the 
assassination. 

Researcher Dick Sprague, in the mid-1960’s, located 
numerous photographs of the bag being removed from 
the Depository. Dallas Morning News photographer 
Jack Beers shot some of them, and placed the time at 
nearly 3:30. Other similar pictures, which include the 
Hertz sign clock, confirm Beers’ memory. 

So within three hours of the assassination, and only 
90 minutes after Oswald’s arrest, an incriminating bag 
appeared not at the scene, but at the building’s front 
door. FBI Agent Sebastian Latona later found Oswald’s 
right palmprint on the closed end of the bag (R135). 

Some photographs seem to show the bag had only 
three prominent folds, while others may indicate addi- 
tional smaller folds. But nowhere in the Warren Report 
or 26 volumes is there an explanation of how or why 



CE142, the 42 inch bag. 


And then there are Commission Exhibits 1077 and 
1965. These two FBI interviews, of supervisor Roy Truly 
and vice president O. V. Campbell, further describe the 
rolls of shipping paper. Each roll was 24 inches wide, 
or 6 inches wider than the unfolded bag. 

Whoever constructed the bag had to have cut 42 in- 
ches from the roll and then trimmed 6 inches off the 
side. He then folded the paper over and taped the two 
open sides. Simple? Well, it could have been, but close 
examination of CE1304 and other photographs shows 
the tape near the middle instead of along the side from 
top to bottom. In other words, it looks like it was hastily 
patched together. 

Further doubts about the bag’s authenticity were ex- 
pressed by Dallas Police Chief Jesse Curry. In his 1969 
book Assassination File, Curry wrote a photo caption 
that reads “This is probably the same bag which was 
found on the sixth floor by investigators.” 

He might have added “This is part of the planted 
evidence that frawd- an innocent man.” 



CE731, showing two rolls of wrapping paper. 


Reasonable Doubt 

Henry Hurt 

In the 2! years since the death of about the case. The result is a work 

President John E Kennedy there that is riveting, authoritative, and 

have been numerous books on the utterly convincing— a massive 

subject— some sensational, some synthesis that doubtless sheds as 

political, some irresponsible, but all much light on the awful tragedy 
attempting in their way to unravei in Dallas as we will ever have, 
the frustrating mystery surrounding 

the assassination. henry hurt, an investigative 

Reasonable Doubt is the most thor- re P orter and former Rockefeller 
ough, objective, well-documented Foundation fellow, lives with his 
study of this subject that has ever family in Chatham, Virginia, 

been done. The author, with a 

research team, spent several years (Begun for Reader's 

sifting and analyzing mountains of Digest and completed 

data, following every lead, cross- for Holt, Rinehart & 

checking and corroborating every Winston, the $18 

fact from at least two sources, and book will be out by 

interviewing hundreds of people 

involved with and knowledgeable on ln ® Angus t . ) 


>WST 12-7-84 

Dallas consultant 


Judy Amps dies 


Dallas — Judy Bonner Amps, 
5£ one of Daiias' leading political 
consultants for the past two dec- 
ades, died Wednesday at her home 
of cancer. 

Amps, political adviser to Dallas 
Mayor A. Starke Taylor, made her 
mark guiding Democratic candi- 
dates and campaigns to victory. She 
handled campaigns for U.S. Reps. 
Martin Frost and John Bryant of 
Dallas, state Sen. Oscar Mauzy and 
former state Sens. Mike McKool and 
Ron Clower, among othdrs. 

She was born Judy Whitson in 
""t Worth and graduated from 
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Amps worked as a medical writer 
for the Dallas Times Herald from 
1953 to 1963 when she joined a Dallas 
public relations firm. She took on 
her first political account in 1966 
when she ran Mauzy's first cam- 
paign for the Texas Senate. 

She helped guide a multimillion- 
dqllar city bond campaign to build a 
rt museum and helped Taylor 




al and health is: 


(When Judy Bonner took some material /to the 
firm of Jaggars-Chiles-Stovall , guess who 
did the photo work? In 1969 she published 
Investigation of a Homocide,' 1 reportedly 
co-written with retired Dallas Police Sgt. 
Derry Hill. Bonner was the real source of 
the "critics' tape" of the police radio 
broadcasts. ) 


MIAMI HERALD 11-29-8-? 


CourJj throws out libel award to Hunt 
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furious with Hunt for threatening to implicate 
the agency in the Watergate bugging, and said CIA 
witnesses would implicate him in the Kennedy assas- 
sination with their testimony before a congressional 
'Committee. , .. . ^ 

No such disclosures were made. The ’liberty 
Lobby admitted at trial that Hunt was not in Dalian 
Nov. 22, 1963, but m aintained that as a public figure 
he had to show deliberate malice or reckless disre- 
gard for the truth to prevail in a libel case. . ; 

In a 2-1 ruling written by Judge Albert a Hen- 
derson, the court of appeals said that Hunt met the 
burden of proof standard — but that Kehoe erred in 
his jury instructions. The judge told jurors they ml.iq 
return a verdict for Hunt If they found “an extreme 
departure from the standards of investigating and re- 
porting ordinarily adhered to by responsible publisb- 


The U.S. 11th Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled 2-1 that U.S. 

District Judge Thomas W. Kehoe 
of Miami improperly instructed 
jurors to consider the accuracy 
standards of “responsible pub- 
lishers" in deciding whether the 
Liberty Lobby was subject to 
damages. Hunt had claimed that 
The Spotlight, a tabloid publica- 
tion of the Liberty Lobby, would 
not have libeled him if it had ap- 
plied normal editorial akeptidsm 
to an article by former intelligence 
Marchetti. 

The newspaper reported in 1978 that the OA Sot!”* 
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Rp trial jet-iii_.IFK- plot ■ ca se 
with ( fa. Howard Hunt, lo bby 


By STEPHEN K 
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MIAMI t- Mark Lane, celebrity lawyer and v 
conspiracy enthusiast, will ask a Miami federal || 
jury Monday to decide that E. Howard Hunt 
formerly of Watergate and CIA fame, was c , 
personally involved in the assassination of Presi- ,, 
dent John F. Kennedy in Dallas 21 years ago. <j 
Pure twaddle, retort Hunt and his lawyers. c 
The trial, to be heard this week by U.S. District u 
Judge James Kehoe, Is a replay of Hunt's 1980 s , 


IN REVIEW 


‘Secret Agenda’ 
offers junkies 
a scandal fix 

By ELIZA BETH WHARTON 


WHO: Jim Hougan (Random H 


19.95) 


Watergate junkies will enjoy reading “Se- 
cret Agenda" — a full two or three hours of 
wallowing in the scandal that led to the res- 
ignation of President Nixon in disgrace. 

But other readers are likely to find the 
book difficult to follow, as author Jim Hou- 
gan appears more interested in raising new 
questions than in answering old ones. 

His central thesis — the “secret agenda" — 
is that the bugging of Democratic headquar- 
ters at the Watergate complex was so badly 
bungled that it almost certainly was sabo- 
taged. He says the saboteurs were CIA 
agents using the Watergate break-in to cover 
their real target — an expensive sex-for-hire 
ring operating out of a neighboring apart- 
ment building. 

Patrons of the call girls included high- 
ranking officials of the government and Con- 
gress, plus prominent visitors to the nation’s 
capital, about whom the CIA was collecting 
data for its files. 

“Watergate, then, was not so much a parti- 
san political scandal as it was, secretly, a sex 
scandal, the unpredictable outcome of a CIA 
operation that, in the simplest of terms, 
tripped on its own shoelaces,” the author says. 

Hougan is an investigative reporter and 
author of two previous books — "Spooks” 
and “Decadence ” 

A word of warning to compulsive readers 
of footnotes: "Secret Agenda" is so heavily 

newspaper accounts to official CIA ami FBI 
documents obtained under the Freedom of In- 
formation Act) that nearly every page con- 
tains from one line to a half-page of them. 
Try to ignore them — despite Hougan’s lively 
writing style, the narrative is hard enough to 
follow without that distraction. 

Two chapters are devoted to Hougan’s ef- 
forts to determine the identity of Deep Throat 
His favorite is Alexander Haig, although he 
acknowledges that the former general presi- 
dential chief of staff and later, briefly, secre- 
tary of state does not fit all the ' 
described by Washington Post : 

Woodward and Carl ~ 


Hougan says he hopes _ 

enough official interest to prompt appointment 

the still-hidden facts of the historic scandal. 
The same Watergate addicts who enjoy Hou- 
gan’s book would applaud that outcome. 


ggrsted he had a role lb Kennedy's murder. . 
Hunt, who spent 33 months in prison for the 
atergate burglary, sued the Liberty Lobby for 

At the 1981 ' trial/’ Liberty Lobby ; attorneys 
needed., that ( Hunt could 1 present witnesses to 
ave he was. in Washington , (he day Kennedy 
:d. They couldn't produce the memo. And they 
tended. Marchettl's article as just a warning to 
nt that the CIA was trying to make him a 
ipegoat. ^ - L . 


dy’s murder. Lane's enthusiasm for charg- 
ing the government with a variety ol 

folk hero among conspiracy hobbyists. 

In the late 1970s. Lane defended James 
Earl Ray, the convicted killer of Martin 
Luther King Jr., on the theory that King 
was killed by the FBI. His allegation 


■ren Commission investlgatl 


article. That’s not my style.’’ 






1. 1 FT ARROW indicates a distinct human-like figure holding a rifle-like object atop the Grassy 
Knoll South. Right arrow point! to a vehicle. UP! photo n by Frank Cancellare. 


THIS PHOTOGRAPH was taken in 1964. The figure shown in the Cancellare blow up c 
November 22, 1963 is no longer present in third tree to right. 


Another Gunman On The Grassy Knoll South? 




The Guns That 
Killed Kennedy 


by J. David Truby 



“I am certain I bought the 
rifles that were used to kill 
l*resideat Kennedy... my 
CIA boss ordered me to do 


while the ones I bought w 
7.35mm models. The ones I 
were selected specifically as 


The Oswald rifle was. by comparison, 
a piece of Inaccurate junk with a 
malfunctioning sight." 


■ Robert Morrow, author! 
of BETRAYAL, with I 
one of four 7.35 mm I 
Mannlicher rifles he I 
I purchased, shortly be- ■ 
| fore the assassination I 
of John F. Kennedy. I 


A REASON FOR THE HIT: 

The murder of John F. Kennedy was condoned by a 
small top echelon power elite in the intelligence 
community with the twisted empathy of certain cells 
within the FBI and Organized Crime. It was earned out by 
a hit team of professionals gathered' from former CIA 
. contract operatives and Mob gunmen with the prior ■ 
knowledge of at least two active CIA; officials, two mayor 
OC bosses, and the acquiescence of some well-known 
Americans in officialdom. 

Themotive for the assassination was JFK’s complete 
independence from this Power Control Group. He could 
not bebought, he could not be blackmailed, he could not 
be directed. He had to be. removed. He was stopping CIA 
operations against Castro- and even going so far as 
exploratory talks toward restoring- normal diplomatic and. 
, trade relations with Cuba ; He was preparing to withdraw 
I y°°PS from Vietnam. He was. for the first time in history 
■ forcing Hoover’s FBI to get truly tough with the real ' 
Organized Crime forces and not just the usual fail guys - 
, All of this is documented feet: But the faerg ai so eo 
operational ° 

■ There was much, more profit in Southeast Asia war than 
m peace, plus the Mob needed Havana back again to end 
the gambling and drug; depression. that Castro was 
causrng in the Americas. The action cowboys in the CIA 
hated JFK’s guts after he refused to officially bring overt 
U.a military- support into their debacle at the Bay of Pigs. 

Thus, hotheads with practiced trigger fingers plotted 
and planned, while the money-laden power heads sat back 
acquiesced, smiled, and manipulated a masterful cover-up ’ 
to control the media and political Brahmins ... now a 
somewhat thin whitewash, yet it holds today; despite 
overwhelming factual evidence to the contrary 
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Hunt admits role in Watergate 


later took an active part 
Watergate conspiracy. 

It was Hunt's second day on 
the stand In Miami federal court 
In his libel trial against the 
Liberty Lobby, whlcl) published 


about his past. ; , ^LD listen to that stuff," Hunt said asked. 

Lane, hoping to undermine with a nervous chuckle as Lane Hunt smiled. “Weil, I would 
long day of Hunt’s Insistence that he knew described several "dirty tricks" have hoped there were such 

Mgjj ' the Kennedy shooting. / schemes proposed to Hunt by plans," he replied. 

,1 ' of the day reading fellow conspirator G. Gordon Late Tuesday, Lane started 

■*-“ ** Llddy.', ' questioning Hunt about his activ- 

One of the statements In the Ities the day Kennedy was shot. 

Hunt testified again that he was 
in Washington, shopping with 


By STEPHEN K. DOIG 

fterold Staff ”’ J ’ 

MIAMI 

cross-examination, defense attor- nothing 

ney Mark Lane got E. Howard spent m _ ___ „ 

Hunt to acknowledge Tuesday from transcripts of Hunt's testi- 
what the nation has known for mony during the early investlga- 
at least a decade: that Hunt once tions Into the Watergate bur- 

career CIA agent and he glary. Key answers were 

**•- perjured. Hunt agreed each time 


PORT WORTH PRPSS 
12-12-61 

JFK Bullet 
Wounds 
Explained 


1978 article accusing Hunt of Miami, pointed 
being Involved in the assasslna- finally recanted the ™ 
tion of John F. Kennedy. Hunt truth about his activities 


article is that Hunt 
blackmail the CIA, with 

he served from 1949 to .... 

After describing Hunt's demands heard of 

. -- for payments from senior Nixon 

to be false at the time," Hunt aides. Lane tried to get Hunt to 
said repeatedly Tuesday. ’< admit the statement In the article 

But Hunt, who n " 


Setting She 
Beam! Straight 

t story in Tuesday’s Herald 

- _ - orrectly reported that E. 

--- , t!, 8 V . he h ? d Howard Hunt had testified In 

conducted psychological warfare Miami federal court Mdnddy that 
operations against communist re- he once had discussed a plot to 
_y. - . - glmes in: Cuba and Guatemala, poison columnist Jark a nriorenn 

"I wish I had nnvpr'h rf f breaking in to Democrat- Hunt added that he had no Instead, opposing lawyer Mark 

SSfcEStS £35**“ STWTssrsas 

Me Mlnt“2'l J ne n nr« U ^ e< ii at Nlxon t0 reslgn ’ "You don't doubt that there 

one point as Lane pressed him This Is very embarrassing to were such plans, do you?" Lane the ei 

DALLAS TIMES HERALD, Thursday, Jan. 31. 1985 


was alternately amused and an- 
gered as Lane, author of a book 
challenging the findings of the 
investigations into Kennedy’s 
murder, rehashed a past history 
that Hunt says is long behind 
him. 


the infamous “Plumbers," and White House and not the CIA. 


conspiracy 

The "Plumbers" 
group of men who in 1972 were 


Hunt denies seeing CIA Dallas memo 



United Press International 

MIAMI — k Howard Hunt' 
convicted Watergate conspirator 
and former CIA agent, testified 
Wednesday he has never seen a 
CIA memorandum that reportedly 
placed him in Dallas the day 
President John Kennedy was 

Although the memo never was 
produced at Hunt’s first libel trial 
against a right-wing tabloid. The 
Spotlight, it allegedly said some- 


thing to the effect that, “someday 
we’re going to have to explain 
Howard Hunt’s presence in Dallas 
on the 22nd (Nov. 22, 1963).’’ 
Hunt's first trial judgment 
against The Spotlight was over- 
turned by an appeals court ruling, 
and the case is being retried. 

second day of cross-ex- 


d Ht 
H the m 


proponent of conspiracy 
n the Kennedy slaying; 

had heard 


Mar) 


i by d 


"I’d heard about it in The Spot- 
ight article, and I’d heard about it 
ome days later in a newspaper in 
Wilmington, Del.," Hunt said. ’ 
“You believed The Spotlight 
ind the Wilmington News Jour- 
Mi?" Lane asked. 

“I considered it because of the 
lature of the charges that had 
teen made," Hunt said. 
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FOLLOW THAT CAR: Junes Earl 
Ray, serving 99 years in Missis- 
sippi for the 1968 staying of the 
Rev. Martia Luther King Jr, is 
trying to stop Shelby County offi- 
cials from selling his 1966 white 
Mustang. Ray said last week that 
he has asked a federal court to 
block the sale of the car he was 
driving the night King was killed. 
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